
Wayzata Evangelical Free Church 

Over the past year, God has called us into a time of both reflection and a time to us to seek his guidance for 

the future. Our church name is one of the strategic areas we will be looking at during this time of “reset”. 

Many of us have a strong sense of history, connection and attachment to our name. Our intention is to honor 

the history of those that have invested their lives in our church. A change in our name is all about our vision of 

reaching our community for Christ. We remain focused on the core doctrine of the EFCA and desire to have a 

church that is open and inviting to our community. Our name says something and means something to 

everyone who encounters it. 

As we reset, we are seeking God’s vision for our church. Changing our church name will coincide with our 

missional vision for coming years. Name changes are evident in the Bible when a person was being re-

envisioned and given a new name (Abram to Abraham; Jacob to Israel; Simon to Peter and Saul to Paul). 

We will be seeking a name that ties to our vision of serving the West Metro and removing any barriers to fulfill 

the mission that Christ gave us. We will seek a name that will: 

 Provide a churchwide identity and vision both for current members as well as those we want to reach in 

our community. 

 Give a clear public identity and make it easier to reach our community. We draw attenders from several 

area communities in the West Metro. 

 Ease of explanation – A name that ties to our community and purpose. 

 Remove all barriers in order to fulfill the mission of reaching the religiously unaffiliated. Our name is our 

first opportunity to share our vision. Specific elements of our name may not accurately describe our 

vision: 

o Wayzata is often affiliated with wealth and there is a tendency for people to confuse us with 

Wayzata Community Church 

o “Evangelical” was omitted ten years ago. While the word describes us, it is often polarizing and 

limiting to non-believers. The word’s use in politics and the media can create ties to values we may 

not share.  

o  “Free,” a well-known descriptive religious term in the late 1800’s, no longer carries a meaningful 

understanding in our current context. During the past presidential elections and Evangelical Free 

church pastor in Colorado shared of a visitor who was thrilled to find a church that was 

“Evangelical-Free.” 

o When talking to outsiders, we spend more time explaining what “Wayzata Free Church” means 

rather taking about our values and Jesus. 

o Other local churches have paved the way and found success: New Hope Church, the Grove and 

Revive Brooklyn Park Church as well as others. Like our sister churches, we would continue to 

identify with our denomination, the Evangelical Free Church of America, by using the designation, 

“An Evangelical Free Church”. 

This process is just beginning. Next steps will be communicated as we begin the process. 

None of us attend our church because of the name. We attend because we love this church.  We love what 

this church has meant to our family, our marriages, our kids, our relationships and mostly for our relationship 

with Jesus. For these reasons, please join us in praying about this initiative. 

 

 



Spiritual Significance of This Name Choice 

WestGate Church 

 “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it…How awesome is this place! This is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!” (Genesis 28:16-17 NKJV) 

One devotional writer states: The house of God is described as a gate—an access point by design, a structure 
built on the edge between two worlds. 

What if we were a gate – an access point by God’s design – to the presence of God as we do whatever it takes 
to serve the West Metro in the name of Jesus? 

 Gates are spiritually significant in the Bible 

 
o Places of authority: The gates were seats of authority (Ruth 4:11). At the gates wisdom was uttered 

(Proverbs 1:21). Judges and officers served at the gates administering justice (Deuteronomy 16:18) 
and the councils of state were held at the gates (2 Chronicles 18:9). 

o Symbolism: What do the gates symbolize? The gate is an entryway into an unknown place, or a place 
of great significance or a threshold. It can be the function of a door between life and death - gates of 
Heaven. ... Justice, mercy, praise and righteousness are also related symbols. 

o Jesus is the gate of salvation: “Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 
I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find 
pasture” (John 9-10:7  NIV) 

 

 Historically spiritually significant for our church 

o The name WestGate has come up through multiple people on multiple occasions over the past 20+ 
years.  

o WestGate is one of the names that circulated from the start within the Focus Group. 

o The west represents the part of the city we are called to serve. As Jesus said to the first church, You 
will receive power through the Holy Spirit to be witnesses to Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). The communities of the western suburbs is our Jerusalem as we 
witness here and to the ends of the earth. 

 

In summary, through prayerful consideration, the Leadership Board unanimously believes that WestGate is the 
name the Holy Spirit is guiding us toward and calling us by in the next era of our church’s journey. 

 

 

 

 


